RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
the College were elected by the three tutors. One of these, it was said, always voted for his own pupils; another was so conscientious that he always voted against them for fear of being unduly biassed; while of Whewell it was said that he was quite impartial, for he did not know who were his pupils. He was extremely punctilious about the behaviour of undergraduates when in his presence. If an undergraduate sat down at one of his evening parties, a servant came up and said, " Undergraduates are not allowed to sit in the presence of the Master ". I can vouch for the truth of this, because I have met a man who was present when this was said to a friend of his who had gone with him to a party at the Lodge. This made him unpopular with the undergraduates, but on the death of his second wife, Lady Affleck, they showed so much sympathy that he was greatly touched, and his relations with them became much more cordial. He was killed by a fall when riding : he was a heavy man and the fall proved fatal. I think he must have been in the habit of falling, for one day I noticed in my tailor's shop a medallion of Dr. Whewell. I asked whether he had been a customer of theirs. " Oh yes, sir, he was the best customer we ever had." I said I did not know he was a dressy man. " Well, sir, he was not what you might call a dressy gentleman, but he was one who took to riding late in life."
There can have been few, if any, periods in the history of the College when it had more undergraduates destined to attain outstanding distinction as men of letters than that between 1829, when Thompson came up as a Freshman, and 1832, when he took his degree. Among his contemporaries were Alfred Tennyson, Arthur Hallam, W. M. Thackeray, Lushington, " wearing all that weight of learning lightly as a flower ", FitzGerald, the translator of 268